The subject of the artificial feeding of the insane is one that has been already so fully discussed that it is felt necessary to offer some explanation of the writer's object in drawing attention to a topic which, at first sight, appears to have been already exhausted.
The intention of the compiler of this paper is to endeavour to bring forward a resume of all that has been lately written on forcible alimentation ; and to give, as briefly as is compatible with clearness, a few practical directions for performing the different methods of artificial feeding.
As some division of the subject is necessary, it will be considered under the following heads :? I The surgeon first dips the end of the stomach tube in the warm liquid, which is better than oiling it, and takes it in his ,* Dr. Manning, Lancet, January 11, 1873. right hand. The last four or five inches of it should rest upon the palmar surface of the index finger. He then passes the finger and tube to the back of the pharynx, feels for the epiglottis, passes the tube over it into the oesophagus, and pushes on the tube. Some operators pass the tube without putting the finger into the patient's mouth. If this is done it is sometimes advisable to bend the last two or three inches of the tube downwards before passing it. About eighteen inches of tubing should be passed, and it should not be done too quickly. About four inches should then be drawn up, to prevent the end adhering to the wall of the stomach. If 
